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PRESS RELEASE
MAXIMISER ELECTRONIC AUDIT SYSTEM TAKES THE BISCUIT

An electronic audit system, developed by specialist food industry hygiene and cleaning contractor the Hygiene Group, has enabled  United Biscuits (‘UB’), a leading European manufacturer of biscuits and snacks,  to substantially improve efficiency of the auditing of production line cleaning at the company’s McVitie’s factory in Stockport. Some of the country’s most popular biscuits are made at the site including McVitie’s Penguin, McVitie’s Jaffa Cakes and McVitie’s Chocolate Digestives. 
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McVitie’s factory at Stockport

Previously, the manual audit trail system used by the company involved inspection staff having to firstly print off hard copies of completed production ‘end of run’ cleaning schedules, and then verify these by making specific tours of the plant to check up to 50 pieces of equipment.

After working closely with UB  to carefully assess the company’s needs, the Hygiene Group commissioned special software to electronically replicate the 

-more-

paperwork system. This enables work to be prioritised and scheduled, recorded as completed and by whom, re-scheduled if necessary, audited to demonstrate compliance and finally validated with digital signatures.

Housed with a robust IPAC palm-held touch-screen unit, the Hygiene Group Maximiser now provides UB’s  inspection staff with the convenience of being able to audit while carrying out every-day duties around the plant. Once back in the office, they can link the Maximiser with a PC and print out signed copies of completed reports.

Commenting on the benefits of using the Maxmimiser, the Hygiene Group’s Site Manager Terry Willis at Stockport says:

“Our previous cleaning auditing method involved our inspection staff having to carry a whole ‘wad’ of inspection sheets around our very large plant. Maximiser overcomes this problem, and enables them to audit faster and more accurately. Before, on average it took about an hour to run off hard copies of inspection sheets and up to four hours to carry out an audit manually. Using Maximiser, auditing can be fitted in amongst daily routine tasks. There was some reticence about it at first, but the added convenience it provides soon became apparent – now users say they could not do without it!”
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Note to Editors

Hygiene has grown from modest beginnings more than 20 years ago to become the largest and leading supplier of hygiene management in the UK. It can be visited at www.hygiene.co.uk
For further information or a high res image, please contact Sara Dymond at Wyatt International

Tel 0121 454 8181

sdymond@wyattinternational.com 

Notes to Editors 

· UB is the leading manufacturer and marketer of biscuits in the U.K., Iberia and the Netherlands and the second largest in France and Belgium. 

· In the U.K., UB is the leading manufacturer and marketer of packaged nuts and the second largest manufacturer and marketer of savoury snacks and crisps.

· UB manufactures and markets a wide range of products in the U.K. and continental Western Europe under well-recognised brand names. Branded products accounted for approximately 88% of sales in 2005.

· Among UB’s popular brand names are McVitie’s, Penguin, go ahead!, McVitie’s Jaffa Cakes, Jacob’s, Jacob’s Cream Crackers, Jacob’s Thai Bites, Twiglets, Hula Hoops, Skips, Mini Cheddars, McCoy’s, Phileas Fogg and KP Nuts in the U.K. and Marbu Dorada, Chiquilin, Fontaneda, Filipinos, BN, Delacre and Verkade in Europe.

· McVitie’s is among the best known brands in the U.K. McVitie’s biscuits were purchased by over 85% of UK households in 2005.

· UB owns and operates 22 manufacturing facilities of which 11 are in the U.K.  
· UB employs over 11,000 people of whom over 9,000 work in the U.K.
